FORTY

SHAYKH KHALIL AHMAD SAHARANPURT 4

O

DATE OF BIRTH: late Safar 1269 an

PLACE OF BIRTH: Anbhetta

DATE OF DEATH: 15th Rabi" al-Thant 1346 au
PLACE OF BURIAL: BaqgT, Madina Munawwara

Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanpiiri s was the spiritual mentor of
Shaykh Zakariyya #. He was born approximately one hundred

years before me, give or take two or three years. He was born in
a time when Muslims had lost control of India.

FAMILY OF SAINTS

The family of Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanpiiri & in Ambhetta
was referred to as the “family of saints” (pironh ka khandan). Shah
Abli’]-Ma‘all & was a great saint and the stories of Shah Bhikan
5 are renowned. His disciples used to come from Ambala. It was
commonly known as the region of saints, as Sayyid Hasan ‘Askarf,
the spiritual mentor of King Zafar (India’s last king), was from
the family of the saints of Ambhetta.

It is said that when King Zafar was captured and exiled to
Rangoon [Burma], his spiritual mentor, Sayyid Hasan ‘AskarT
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remained in hiding in Ambhetta for a while. As a result, the father,
uncle and entire family of Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptrt s
were also arrested and questioned in relation to the whereabouts
of Sayyid Hasan ‘AskarT, as he was the father-in-law of one of
Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptri’s & paternal-cousins. Thus,
the whole family was imprisoned.

Sayyid Hasan ‘Askari could not bear to see people suffering
due to him, so he discreetly went and handed himself over to the
police. He was later hanged. There was a tree in the wilderness
close to Delhi, notoriously known for being where Indians were
hanged in order to save bullets.

It is said that fifty-six thousand scholars were executed by
hanging. It was an official order in Delhi for many days that any-
one with a beard should be killed.

EDUCATION

Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptri s was born in a time of disor-
der when the Mogul Dynasty was nearing its demise. He studied
partly in Ambhetta. As he was closely connected to the royal
family, which obviously affects the families associated, he was
enrolled at an English school in his childhood.

Shaykh Khalil Ahmad SaharanpiirT & studied English at the
school for a while and thereafter, as Allah Most High had made
him of a sound disposition and was to employ him for the service
of sacred religious knowledge and hadith, he himself developed
an aversion to this knowledge and thus left it, turning towards
religious knowledge.

His maternal uncle, Shaykh Shah Muhammad Ya'qtb Sahib,
was the first headteacher at Deoband. The founder was Shaykh
Qasim Nanotwi &, but the first ever headteacher was Shaykh Shah
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Muhammad Ya'qtb Sahib. Six months after the inauguration of
Dar al-'Ulim Deoband, the foundations of Mazahir al-‘Ulam were
laid at Saharanpur. Mazahir al-‘Ultim was founded under the name
of Madrasa ‘Aliya Islamiyya ‘Arabiyya by Shaykh Mazhar $ahib.

Shaykh Mazhar Sahib was also a maternal uncle of Shaykh
Khalil Ahmad Saharanptri . Thus, one of his uncles was the
headteacher at Deoband and the other was the founder of Mazahir
al-‘Ulam. Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptirt & initially studied
for a few years at Deoband with one of his uncles, whereafter he
went to Saharanpur to study the books of the final years.

DAWN OF HIS TEACHING CAREER AND BAY A

After graduation, he taught at Deoband for six years before mov-
ing on to teach at Saharanpur for the remainder of his life. He
had abandoned studying English and began his study of Arabic
even before moving to Saharanpur, and now he felt a desire to
traverse the path of Tasawwuf.

Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptri & sought the advice of
Shaykh Qasim Nanotwi & about his desire to pledge allegiance to
someone but not being sure of whom to. He told him he had him
[i.e. Shaykh Qasim Nanotwi :.], Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangohi «,
and two other saints in mind. Shaykh Qasim Nanotw1 i gave him
alengthy lecture stating, “At this moment in time, there is nobody
greater than Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangoht s, thus you should
pledge allegiance to him.” Shaykh Khalil Ahmad SaharanpairT s
then requested Shaykh Qasim Nanotwi s to speak with Shaykh
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi & on his behalf.

Later, when Shaykh Qasim NanotwT & once travelled to
Gangoh, Shaykh Khalil Ahmad SaharanptrT & also arrived
there and reminded him of the promise he had made to speak
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with Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangoht s on his behalf. Hence, he
spoke to Shaykh Ganoghi and Shaykh Khalil Ahmad pledged his
allegiance.

THE ENTIRE HARAM WAS FILLED WITH LIGHT

Allah Most High made him excel to such an extent that he once
went on hajj. Shah Muhibullah $ahib, one of the saints of Makka
Mukarrama of that time, was looking down and reading Dala’il
al-Khayrat in the Haram, with Shaykh al-Islam Shaykh Zafar
Ahmad Thanawi & (of Pakistan) by his side. Suddenly, he left
what he was doing and said, “What has happened? The entire
Haram has been filled with light.”

A similar statement was made by Shaykh Faqir Muhammad
Sahib, a khalifa of Shaykh Muhammad Thanawt &, when my
cousin brother (paternal aunt’s son) Brother Yaisuf Warachiya
went to visit him in hospital. Shaykh Faqir Muhammad $ahib
used to cry excessively. He used to perceive the divine light
that descends on the Holy Ka'ba for those performing tawaf or
offering salah. He himself used to say that he could perceive the
divine light descending for each individual person [around the
Holy Ka‘ba]. He would have his sight constantly fixed on the Holy
Ka'ba at all times, with tears flowing from his eyes.

So, Shaykh Muhibullah left the book [Dala’il al-khayrat] he was
engaged in reading and said, “What has happened? The entire
Haram has been filled with light.” Shaykh al-Islam Zafar Ahmad
Thanawi &, was left amazed and enquired, “What is it? Have you
seen something?” Meanwhile they noticed Shaykh Khalil Ahmad
Saharanpari & approaching them. As Shaykh Muhibullah met
with him, he said, “Ask him [Shaykh Zafar Ahmad Thanawt ]
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what I was just mentioning to him. I was engaged [in reading]
when I perceived the whole of Haram filling with light.”

It was during this trip that Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanpiirt
s received khilafa from Haji Imdadullah s. Although he pledged
allegiance to Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangohi ., he got to meet
HajT Imdadullah s and also received khilafa from him.

Allah Most High selected Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanpart
5 to serve in every field; be it in the field of jihad and elevating
the word of Allah, in politics or refuting falsehood. The best foun-
dational books on refuting falsehood have been written by him.
He wrote Mitraqat al-Karama ‘ala Madh’hab al-Imama. He authored
works refuting Shiahs and all deviant sects. He also compiled
fatawa [religious edicts].

REFUTING DEVIANT SECTS

Those who saw Muftt Mahmiid Gangoht z here, well his tempera-
ment of refuting falsehood stemmed from Shaykh Khalil Ahmad
SaharanparT .

When Shaykh al-Hind [Mahmid Hasan Deobandi] s passed
away, Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptri & was attending a
debate with Shiahs in Amroha. It was there that he received news
of the death of Shaykh al-Hind .

THREE SUPPLICATIONS
At the time of Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptri’s @ birth,
Muslims were losing control of India. In the later years of his

life when he migrated to the Holy Lands of Makka Mukarrama
and Madina Munawwara, he found the conditions there to be
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deteriorating too. For many years, the route between Makka
Mukarrama and Madina Munawwara had become perilous. All
travellers would either be looted or killed, apart from the odd
group who would luckily reach their destination safely.

Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanpurt s states that when he
presented himself at the Multazam [portion of the Holy Kaba
from the Black Stone until the door of the Ka‘ba], he supplicated,
“0 Allah! The Master of Both Worlds « said that You answer all
supplications which are made at this place, thus I supplicate
before you asking for three things.”

Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptr & says regarding himself
that Allah Most High once offered him three things: “Do you
desire for fame or children?” He replied, “O Allah! I desire chil-
dren”

When I myself decided on marrying for a second time, I consid-
ered my decision to be correct, for it was the same thing Shaykh
Khalil Ahmad Saharanpiri & asked from Allah.

So, Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanptiri &, offered three sup-
plications at Multazam. Firstly, he supplicated Allah, begging, “O
Allah! Makka and Madina are both your Harams [sanctified lands]
but people are unsafe here. Establish an exemplary government
which will establish peace and safety.” Consequently, Allah Most
High established safety and the Saudi family took control. The
lands are secure even to date, and may Allah keep it so until the
Day of Judgement.

The second supplication was in relation to the completion
of Badh al-Majhiid [commentary of Sunan Abi Dawud]. As he had
lost his eyesight, he supplicated, “O Allah! Let me complete Badh
al-majhood myself in my lifetime.”

The third supplication was that Allah Most High grant him
death in Madina Munawwara and allow him to be buried in
al-Baqt. All three supplications were answered. May Allah Most

604



High also answer our prayers by virtue of Shaykh Khalil Ahmad

SaharanparT .

Some of the works written by Shaykh Khalil Ahmad
Saharanpuri & are listed below:

1.

A o

o

Urdu translation of Qamiis

Hidayat al-Rashid ila Ifham al-‘Anid

Al-Barahin al-Qati‘a ‘ala Zalam al-Anwar al-Sati‘a
Matraqat al-Karama ‘ala Madh’hab al-Imama
Al-Muhannad ‘ala al-Mufannad (Al-Tasdigat li daf
‘al-Talbisat)

Tanshit al-Adh’han fi Tahqiqg Mahall al-Adhan
Itmam al-Ni‘am

Badhl al-Majhud fi Hal Abi Dawid
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